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his host, when the house was attacked. Mrs. Waller was shot
dead. Hamilton fled to the cellar, but the marauding party
declared that they would burn the house, and kill everyone in it,
unless he was given up. A man and two women servants dragged
him from his place of concealment. He clung desperately to the
staple of the hall-door lock, but the application of fire compelled
him to loose his hold. He was thrust out, and in a moment
murdered, and his body hideously mangled.

Lord Cavan described the situation of the country as getting
continually worse, and the few magistrates and resident gentry
as so terrified by recent outrages and murders, that they had
fled to the towns. There were nightly assemblies of rebels.
The stacks and houses of obnoxious persons were burnt with-
in a few miles of Derry. Lord Cavan firmly believed that a
rebellion was ready to break out, and that nothing could pre-
vent ifc except a reinforcement of troops and a proclamation of
martial law. He urged also the necessity of ' emptying the
gaols of their present crowded numbers, by sending them to the
fleet, or disposing of them any way but by trial in this country,
where no jury could be found to convict them, and by granting
an amnesty to those who come forward and acknowledge their
error.51 It was stated in Parliament, that c such was the
audacity of the United Irishmen in the neighbourhood of Derry,
that Lord Cavan, who commanded there, was obliged to order
the garrison men to deposit their arms every night in the court-
house, to prevent them from being taken by force. Above 400
families had been robbed of their arms in that neighbourhood
in one night/ 2 This county had, indeed, for some time been
perhaps the most disturbed in Ireland, and a letter of Cam den
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